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idealism, it ended in a bloodthirsty chaos, from which arose
the despotic genius of Napoleon. The goddess of reason
proved herself powerless against the might of the unchained
beast, Schiller feels the defeat of reason and truth and
therefore has to postulate that truth itself shall become
" If she has hitherto evinced so little of her conquering power,
the fault lies not so much with the intellect that knew not how
to unveil her, as with the heart that shut her out, and with the
instinct that did not work for her, Then whence this still pre-
vailing prejudice, this intellectual darkness, beside all the light
enthroned by philosophy and experience ? The age is enlightened,
knowledge has been found and is publicly accessible ; this should
at least suffice to correct our practical principles, The spirit
of free research has destroyed the illusions which so long barred
the approach to truth ; it has undermined the ground upon
which fanaticism and fraud had built their thrones. Reason
has purged herself of sense-delusion and false sophistries ; even
philosophy, which at first made us desert her, calls us with loud
insistence back to the bosorn of nature — whence comes it then
that we are still barbarians ? " (p. 35)
In these words of Schiller we can feel the nearness of
the French enlightenment and the phantastic intellectu-
alism of the Revolution, " The age is enlightened " — what
a strange over-valuation of the intellect ! " The spirit of free
research has destroyed the illusions " — what rationalism !
One is vividly reminded of the words of the Proktophan-
tasmists : " Vanish ! we have enlightened ! " 1 If, on the
one hand, men of that time were too fain to over-estimate
the importance and efficacy of reason, quite forgetting that
if reason really possessed such a power, she had long had
the amplest opportunity to manifest it ; on the other hand,
the fact must not be overlooked that not all the authori-
tative minds of that time held this view ; consequently this
soaring of a rationalistic intellectualism may well have
sprung from an especially strong subjective development
of this element in Schiller himself. In him we have to
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